NATIONALISM   BEFORE   1914
and substance.1 At Constantinople, Arab Army officers, among
whom "Iraqis were the most prominent, formed Al-'Ahd, a
secret group pledged to work for Arab independence. Its
membership throughout the Empire was said to number
4000.2 Allied in purpose was the 'Assibat-al-Hamm, the 'Iraqi
counterpart of the Committee of Decentralization, with its
headquarters in Cairo.3
The separatist tendencies shown by other non-Turkish por-
tions of the Empire were not without influence on Nationalism
in 'Iraq as well as in Syria. The detachment from the Empire of
Bosnia, of Bulgaria and Crete, the demand for reforms and de-
centralization in Macedonia, supported by the Great Powers,
the revolt of the Druses in the Hauran and of the Arabs in
Transjordan in 1910-11 and the demand of the Albanians for
fiscal reforms in 1909 and 1911, while regretted by Muslims as
weakening the strength of Islam, encouraged the Arabs as a
whole to demand decentralization for themselves. Rashid al-
cUmari, head of the powerful 'Umari family of Mosul, a member
of which was advocated by the Acting Civil Commissioner in
1918-19 as head of the 'Iraq state,4 expressed the views of many
Arabs with whose sentiments he was in close touch when he
said, in October, 1911, to the British Vice-Consul: cAs the
Albanians have demanded and got what they wanted, I hope
we shall do the same'.5 It was generally believed that the end
of the Turko-Italian war would find the Arabs united in a
protest against the Turks and in an attempt to set up an Arab
dynasty and an Arab Khalifate.6
The convening of Parliament at Constantinople also en-
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Arab secret societies is to be found in the same work, pp. 9-123.
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